Vocabulary:  

Militant – combative; especially Calvinism and Catholicism

Armada – a fleet of warships; Phillip II of Spain sent it to invade England; Spain lost
Inflation – rising prices; economic problem; increase of gold and silver and increased demand for land and food drove up prices for both






witchcraft – a belief in magic; common people and women were most often accused
Divine right of kings – kings received their power from God and responsible only to God; James I of Eng. believed this. parliament did not; Parliament destroyed this idea when they executed Charles I in 1649



commonwealth – a republic; Parliament abolished the monarchy and house of Lords and declared England a republic after the civil war


Absolutism –  a system in which a ruler holds total power; a response to various crises of the 17th century was to seek stability by increasing the power of the monarch;; in 17th century Europe, this idea was tied to the idea of divine right of kings






czar – Russian word for caesar; Ivan IV was the first to use this
Boyar – Russian nobility; crushed by Ivan IV

Edict of Nantes – 1598; by Henry IV; recognized Catholicism as the official religion of France; also allowed the Huguenots the right to worship and have all political privileges, such as holding public offices
Puritans – Protestants in England who were inspired by Calvinist ideas; wanted to reform the Church of England





Cavaliers – Royalists; supported Charles I of England during the civil war




Roundheads – forces who supported the Parliament during the civil war





Mannerism –used elongated figures, heightened emotions and religious ecstasy; replaced the artistic Renaissance; El Greco one of the most famous Mannerist artists
Baroque – replaced mannerism; brought together the classical ideals of Renaissance art with the spiritual feeling s of the 16th century of religious revival; part of the Catholic reform movement; Gian Lorenzo Bernini – completed St. Peter’s Basilica in Rome





natural rights – rights with which all humans are supposedly born, including rights to life, liberty, and property
Toleration Act of 1689 – granted Puritans, but not Catholics, the right of free public worship



Restoration – when Charles II, in 1660, began to restore the monarchies of England, Ireland and Scotland
Sovereignty - 
the quality of having supreme, independent authority over a geographic area, such as a territory. It can be found in a power to rule and make law.



dynastic – a family of rulers whose right to rule is passed on within the family
Significant people:  

Huguenots – French Protestants influenced by John Calvin; 7% of population but 40-50% of the nobility; House of Bourbon, next in line for royal succession; powerful political threat of the crown





Henry of Navarre – political leader of the Huguenots; member of the Bourbon dynasty; succeeded to the throne as Henry IV; converted to Catholicism; fighting in France finally ended when he came to the throne


King Phillip II






Elizabeth Tudor – became Queen in 1558; England; Eng became leader of the Protestant nations of Europe and laid the foundations for a world empire; 




James I – Stuart line of rulers; King of Scotland, became King of England after Queen Elizabeth died in 1603






Oliver Cromwell – English military genius who helped Parliament win during the English civil war; created New Model Army; made himself military dictator of England 


James II – King of England, 1685; devout Catholic; created problems between king and Parliament





Louis XIV –King of France, 1643; his reign was the best example of the practice of absolutism; Sun King – the source of light for all his people; set up Versailles; had power over foreign policy, the Church, and taxes; left France in debt and surrounded by enemies
Cardinal Richelieu – minister of France under Louis XIII; strengthened the power of the monarchy; took away military and political rights from the Huguenots, but left them religious rights; used spies to uncover plots against the government


Ivan IV – Ivan the Terrible; First Russian czar; increased the size of Russia, crushed the nobility
Peter the Great – Russian czar; 1689; absolute monarch; divine right; wanted to westernize Russia; borrowed European technology; under him became a great military power; nobles had to cut their beards; women removed their veils and mixed with men in social settings 

Don Quixote – novel written by Miguel de Cervantes; presented the dual nature of the Spanish character; visionary dreams and the hard work of reality are necessary to the human condition
Miguel de Cervantes
 - Spanish writer

El Greco – famous painter; mannerism; elongated and contorted figures; mood depicts the tensions created by the religious upheavals of the Reformation
William Shakespeare – playwright in the Golden Age of Literature/Elizabethan era: most people were able to see his plays at the Globe, in London; remarkable understanding of the human condition

Lope de Vega
 - Spanish playwright; wrote plays to please his audiences
Thomas Hobbs – Leviathan; humans guided by a ruthless struggle for self-preservation; social contract – and agreed to form a state and be governed by an absolute ruler who had unlimited power; this would preserve order in society
John Locke – Two Treatises of Government; belief in natural rights; government was established to protect those rights; government and the people had mutual obligations – gov’t protects the natural rights and people act reasonable toward the gov’t; if gov’t doesn’t do that, the people have a right to form a new gov’t; influence the Declaration of Independence and The US Constitution



Frederick William the Great Elector - laid foundation for Prussia; built a lg. and efficient standing army; created General War Commissariat; a bureaucracy to govern;
