CARTOON ANALYSIS WORKSHEET

	VISUALS
	WORDS (Not all cartoons have words)

	Level One:

1.  List the objects or people you see in the cartoon. 


	1. Identify the cartoon caption and/or title.

2. Locate three words or phrases used by the cartoonists to identify objects or people within the cartoon.  



	Level Two:

1. Which of the objects on your list are symbols?  

2. What do you think each symbol means?  


	1. Which words or phrases in the cartoon appear to be the most significant?

2. List adjectives that describe the emotions portrayed in the cartoon.



	Level Three:

A. What event or issue is being described?

B. Describe the action taking place in the cartoon.

C. How does the artist use exaggeration, distortion, or caricature in the picture?

D. What group might not agree with the stereotypes (if any) in the picture?

E. How does the artist use irony (if any) in the picture?  




ELEMENTS OF CARTOONS: A SUMMARY

	Introducing the Concept             
	Editorial cartoons are NOT just like other comics. They may be funny, but their main purpose is to offer an opinion or point of view about some issue or problem in the news.

	Symbolism
	A symbol is any object or design that stands for some other thing, person, or idea.

	Exaggeration and Distortion
	Changes in size or shape often add to the carton’s point.  Distorting an object means changing it in some way to make it look funny, ugly, etc.

	Stereotypes
	A stereotype is a simplistic view of some group. It is                        often insulting, but it can also help the cartoon make its point quickly.                                                               

	Caricature
	Caricature is a portrayal of an individual’s features in an exaggerated or distorted way.

	Humor and Irony
	Humor is important in many editorial cartoons.  Irony is one kind of humor.  In it, a view point is expressed in such an odd way as to make that view actually seem ridiculous.  

	Caption
	Words are used to reinforce the cartoon’s nonverbal features.  Words help the other parts of the cartoon make one overall point.  Famous sayings, slogans, song lyrics, and well known phrases can be used as captions.  


