CHAPTER 2 @

oung man Eugene V. Debs (1855-1926) appeared destined for a
or leader and Democratic politician. However, after losing
n capitalism he turned to socialism. His commitment to
tarian teform led him to believe the capitalist control of society
‘minated.
of fifteen Debs went to work for the railroad in his home
tr¢ Haute, Indiana. After rising through the ranks of his local
ied recognition as a promising young politician. He was twice
ty:clerk before his election to the Indiana State Assembly.
4, when Debs was president of the American Railway Union, he
e against industrialist George Pullman. During an economic
ession Pullman instituted harsh pay cuts while refusing to cut prices in
any town. Pullman believed workers should suffer more than
uring a depression since he believed workers contributed little to
ccess of a business. The strike against Pullman was declared illegal.
ver, refused to end the strike and spent six months in prison for
ot of court. ' '
son Debs had time to read and reflect. Believing that unions
ail against capitalist power, he concluded that European ideas of
ocialism were the answer to labor’s problems. After his release from
‘he helped organize the Socialist party. As a popular and legendary
1ality Debs was nominated five times by the Socialist party to run for
esident of the United States. In the elections of 1912 and 1920 he
d over one million votes. ' :

In'the 1920 election Debs had to campaign from a prison cell. During
Norld War I the government passed the Sedition Act effectively making
riticism of the governmenta criminal offense. Debs, who opposed World

War I, was not swayed by the Sedition Act and made a speech questioning

-the traditional idea of wartime patriotism. Although he defended himself
on the grounds that the First Amendment guaranteed freedom of speech, he
Was sentenced to ten years in prison. After serving five years he was
rdoned by President Harding. Debs died in his home town of Terre Haute
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264 IDEAS THAT SHAPE A NATION
EUGENE DEBS - IN HIS OWN WORDS

«Cutlook for Socialism in the United States,” 1900 _
‘As a rule, large capitalists are Republicans and small capitalists are -
Democrats, but workingmen must remember that they are all capitalists, and
that the many small ones, like the fewer large ones, are all politically
supporting their class interests, and this i always and everywhere the
capitalist class. ' . o

Whether the means of productiona——ﬂiét is to say, the land, mines,
‘factories, machinery, etc.—arc owned by a few/large Republican cap italists;
who organize a trust, or whether they be owned by 2 fot of small Democratic
capitalists, who are opposed to the frust, is all the same t0 the working class
Let the capitalists, large and small, fight this out among themselves.

The working class must get rid of the whole brood of masters and.
exploiters, and put themselves in possession and control of the means ol
production, that they may have steady employment without consulting
capitalist employer, large or small, and that they may get the wealth th
labor produces, all of it, and enjoy with their families the fruits of th
industry in comfortable and happy homes, abundant and wholesome fooc
proper clothing, and all other things necessary 0 “Jife, liberty and the pur 1
of happiness.” It is therefore a question not of “reform,” the mask of fra
but of revolution. The capitalist system must be overthrown, class-
abolished, and wage-slavery supplanted by cooperative industry.

«The Negro in the Class Struggle,” 1903

The history of the Negro in the United States is a history of crime
without parallel. : o

Why should the white man hate him? Because he stole him from his
native land and for two centuries and a half robbed him of the fruit 0 1
jabor, kept him in beastly ignorance, and subjected him fo the bruta
domination of the lash? Because he tore the black child from the breasts-0
its mother. and ravished the black man’s daughter before her fathe
eyes? ... - . S

1 have said and say again that, properly speaking, there is no Ne
question outside of the labor question—the working-class struggle
position as Socialists and as a patty is perfectly plain. We have simply to say
“The class struggle is colotless.” The capitalists, white, black, and he
shades, are on one side and the workers, white, black, and all other ¢
on the other side. . ..

We have nothing special 10 offer the Negro, and we cannot mal
separate appeals to all the races. o

The Socialist party is the party of the working class, regardless .
color—the whole working class of the whole world. - B

chod

1 am glad to align myself with a party that declares for absolute e
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Sxés. Anything less than this is too narrow. for twenticth-

ization, and too small for a man who has 2 right
sf manhood. . . . ' -

rutal forms of existence, beating womanhood to dust, we
assion for the individual woman, for use only. Some day we
sfop. the social passion for womanhood, and then the gross will
i service and justice and companionship. Then we shall lift
11 the mire where our fists have struck her, and set her by our side

ymrade and equal and that will be love indeed. '

Jutionary Unionism,” 1905 :
ar engaged today in a class war; and why? For the simple reason

fie evolution of the capitalist system in which we live, society has
ly divided into two economic classes—a small class of capitalists
the tools with which work is done and wealth is produced, and 2
ass of workers who are compelled to use those tools, Between these
there is an irrepressible economic conflict. . ..
y virtue of his private ownership of the social tool—made and used by
operative labor of the working class—the employer has the gconomic
{0 appropriate 1o himself, as a capitalist, what is produced by the
Jabor of the working class. This accounts for the fact that the capitalist
fabulously rich, lives in a palace where there is music and singing
cinig, and where there is the luxury of all climes, while the working-
o do the work and produce the wealth and endure the privations
nake the sacrifices of health and limb and life, remain in a wretched
of poverty and dependence. . . . '
Ve insist that all the workers in the whole of any given plant shall
'to one and the same union. o o
his is the very thing the workers need and the capitalist who owns the
tishment does not want. . . . '

"The capitalists are perfectly willing that you shall organize, as long as
don’t do a thing against them; -as long as you don’t do a thing for
selves. You cannot do a thing for yourselves without antagonizing them;

1you don’t antagonize them through your craft unions nearly as much as
buttress their interests and-prolong their mastery. ... _

Since you have looked yourself over thoroughly, you realize by this time

t; as a workingman, you have been supporting, through your craft unions

id through your ballots, a social system that is the negation of your
manhooed. . . . _
* [The capitalist] doesn’t own you under the law, but he does under the
“fact. : S
"" Why? Because he owns the tool with which you work, and you have got
.to have access to that tool if you worlk; and if you want to live you have got
to work. If you don’t work you don’t eat; and so, scourged by hunger pangs,
“you look about for that tool and you locate it, and you soon discover that
“beétween yourself; a workingman, and that tool that is an essential part of
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: 'yoursélf in industry, there stands the capitalist who owns it. He is your boss;
he owns your job, takes your product, and controls your destiny. Before you
can touch that tool to earn a dime you sust petition the owner of it to allow

you to use it, in consideration of your giving 10 him all you produce with it,
except just enough to keep you alive and in working order. '

Speech at Girard, Kansas, 1908 :

We were taught under the old ethic that man’s business upon this earth was

1o look out for himself, That was the ethic of the jungle; the ethic of the wild

beast. Take care of yourself, no matter what may becom

Thousands of years 2g0 the question was asked: “

keeper?” That question has never yet been answerec:

satisfactory 10 civilized society. o
Yes, Lam my brother’s keeper. | am under a moral obligation to him that

is inspired, not by any mandlin sentimentality, but by the higher duty 1 ow!

to myself. What would you think of me if 1 were capable of seating mysel

at a table and gorging myself with food and saw about me the children of m:

fellow beings starving to death? ' : &

Speech-'accepting the Socialist nomination for President, 1912
The Socialist party’s mission is not only to destroy capitali
but to establish industrial-and social democracy. To this-en
steadily organizing and fitting themselves for the day wh
control of the people’s industries and when the right to
inviolate as the right o breathe the breath of life.

Standing as it does for the emancipation of the
slavery, for the equal rights and opportunities of all men and al
the abolition of child 1abor and the conservation of all childhood, for 506
self-rule and the equal freedom of all, the Socialist party is the p
progress, the party of the future, and its triumph will signalize the birth
new civilization and the dawn of a happier day for all humanity.

% Jesus the Supreme Leader,” _ :
Jesus was the grandest and lofiiest of human souls—-sun-crowns
God-inspired; & full-statured maf, red-blooded and lion-heatted, yet.SW
and gentle as the noble mother who gave him birth. :
 Hehad the majesty and poise of a god, the prophetic visionof as
great, loving heart of a woman, and the unaffected innocence and ¢
- of a child. L ‘ ‘

" This was and is the martyred Christ of the working class, the
e_:vangel of the downtrodden masses, the world’s supreme revolutiond
jeader, whose love for the poor and the children of the poor hallo
days of his consecrated life, of his death, and gave to the ages his
inspiration and his deathless name. '
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ave read some history. I know that it is ruling classes that make war

one another, and not the people. In all the history of this world the

ople have never yet declared a war. Not one. I do not believe that really

+d nations would murder one another. I would refuse to kill a human

ing on my own account. Why should [ at the command of any one else, or

o command of any power on earth? ' o

wenty centuries ago there was one appeared upon earth we know as the

ince of Peace: He issued a command in which I believe. Tle said, “Love

-another.” He did not say, “Kjll one another,” but “I ove one another.”

gspoused the cause of the suffering poor . . . and the poor heard him

ty. It was not long before he aroused the ill will and hatred of the

usuters, the money changers, the profiteers, the high priests, the lawyers—in

ord, the ruling class. They said of him just what the ruling class says of

the Socialist today, “He is preaching dangerous doctrine. He is inciting the

mrmon rabble. Fle is a menace to peace and order.” And they had him

raigned, tried, convicted, condemned, and they had his quivering body
yiked to the gates of Jerusalem. . . . :

-~ War does not come by chance. War is not the result of accident. There

s a definite cause for war, especially a modern war. The war that began in

‘Europe can readily be accounted for. For the last forty years, under this

“jnternational capitalist system, this exploiting system, these various nations

“of Europe have been preparing for the inevitable. And why? In all these

“nations the great industries are owned by a relatively small class. They are

“operated for the profit of that class. And great abundance is produced by the

rkers; but their wages will only buy back a stnall part of their product.

What is the result? They have a vast surplus on hand; they have got to export

it; they have got to find a foreign market for it. As a result of this these

“nations are pitted against each other. They are industrial rivals-——competitors.

- They begin to'arm themselves to open, to maintain the market and quickly

* dispose of their surplus. There is but the one market. All these nations are

competitors for it, and sooner oOr later every war of trade becomes a war of

blood. ' : L N :

: Now where there is exploitation there must be some form of militarism

to support it. Wherever you find exploitation you find some form of military
force, : . .

Walls and Bars, 1926 o _
1 marvel at the incredible stupidity that blinds the men in control of
-prisons to-the redeeming power of kindness as a substitute for the destructive
power of brutality. Every instinct of our nature protests against cruelty. to the
helpless and defenseless, yet of all places where it is most needed mercy is
Jeast practiced in the treatment of convicts. I have seen men of mild temper
and gentle disposition made sullen and vicious by harshness and I have also
seen the toughest specimens of “had men” softened and made gentle by a
kind word and the touch of a friendly hand. . . .
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Crime in all of its varied forms and manifestations is of such a common
nature under the capitalist system that capitalism and crime have become
almost synonymous terms. _

Private appropriation of the earth’s surface, the natural resources, and
the means of life is nothing less than a crime against humanity, but the
comparative few who are the bencficiaries of this iniquitous social arrange-
‘ment, far from being viewed as criminals meriting punishment, are the
exalted rulers of society and the people they exploit gladly render them
homage and obeisance. . .. ,

Multiplied thousands of men, women and children are killed and
maimed in American indusiry by absolutely preventable accidents every -
year, yet no one ever dreams of indicting the capitalist masters who are
guilty of the crime. The capitalist owners of fire traps and of fetid sweating
dens, where the lives of the workers are ruthlessly sacrificed and their health
wantonly undermined, are not indicted and sent to prison for the reason that
they own and control the indicting machinery just as they own and control
the industrial machinery in their system. . . . , : :

Capitalism needs and must have the prison to protect itself from the
criminals it has created. It not only impoverishes the masses when they are
at work, but it still further reduces them by not allowing millions to work at
all. The capitalist’s profit has supreme consideration; the life of the workers
is of little consequence. _ :

If a hundred men are blown up in a mine a hundred others rush there
eagerly to take the places of the dead even before the remnants of their
bodies have been laid away. Protracted periods of enforced idleness under
capitalism have resulted in thousands of industrious working men becoming
tramps and vagabonds, and in thousands of tramps and vagabonds becoming
outcasts and criminals.

It is in this process that crime is generated and proceeds in its logic
stages from petty larceny to highway robbery and homicide. Getting a living ©
under capitalism—the system in which the few who toil not are millionaire:
and billionaires, while the mass of the people who toil and sweat anc
produce all the wealth are victims of poverty and pauperism—getting.
living under this inexpressibly cruel and inhuman system i ious
so uncertain, fraught with such pain and struggle that the wonder is not that
so many people become vicious and criminal, but that so many remain in’
docile submission to such a tyrannous and debasing condition. . . . i

 The most casual examination of the inmates of jails and prison
shows the great majority of them at a glance to be of the poorer classes..

When, perchance, some rich man goes to prison the instance is st
remarkable that it excites great curiosity and amazement. A rich man doe
not it in prison. The prison was not made for him; he does not belong ther
and he does not stay there. The rich man goes to prison only as the exceptio
to prove the rule. ' -
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55 A SIMULATED INTERVIEW

g with _caa.pitaiism?
ism - divides society into two. classes—a small class of
s who own the tools of production and the great mass of
o use the tools of production. ‘
talists - use: their ownership of the tools of production o
ulate: wealth and support an extravagant lifestyle. Workers,
all- the work and produce all the wealth, are condemned to
poverty and dependence. - Co
sm enriches a few while the mass of people struggle for a
imal existence. Capitalists care only about profit; the life of a
is of little consequence.
5 are slaves to the capitalists. Workers are denied a liveli-
hood:tinless the capitalist provides a job. Workers do not control
ywn destiny.
apitalist wage system breeds oppression, exploitation, and watr.

canses crime? _ : _ :
Ctime is synonymous with capitalism. Capitalist society needs-
isons to protect itself from the criminals it creates.
illions of people are unemployed in a capitalist system. Extended
ods of joblessness turn workers into tramps and criminals. The
pitalist system generates crime.
apitalist system workers do not control their own destiny; the
to make a living is doubtful. In such an inhumane system
people become vicious criminals.
italists are guilty of vast crimes against humanity. They destroy
natural resources. They kill and maim workers in factories. These
aré’ great crimes that should be punished. Rather than receiving
unishment, however, capitalists are glorified as the leaders of
society.
The great majority of people in ptison are from the poorer classes.
When a rich man happens to go to jail great curiosity and excite-
nient are aroused. In a capitalist gystem a rich person in prison is &
Tarity. ‘

liould American workers support Democrats or Republicans?
.- Both Republicans ‘and Democrats represent capitalist interests.
"Republicans are big business capitalists who organize {rusts.
~ Democrats are small business - capitalists who Oppose trusts.
" Whether Republicans or Demaocrats control political power makes
no difference to the working class. - '
When Democrats or Republicans promise reform, they are guilty of
fraud. Workers will never achieve life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness until the capitalist system is overthrown,
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4. How can society be jmproved?
A. The Socialist Party proposes several fundamental changes:

1. Capitalism should be abolished. :

2. Workers should be freed from the slavery of the wage system.
3. Workers should own and control the tools of production.

4. The right to work should be as important as the right to breathe.
5. Allmen and women should have equal rights and opportunities.
6. Child labor should be abolished. '

. Each individual should recognize a meoral obligationto help others.
The idea of living according to the law of the jungle violates the
moral truth that we are our prother’s keeper.

. People should recognize the penefits of treating others with
kindness. Harsh treatment makes all people, even criminals, more -
vicious. The toughest people are softened by gentle and kind -
treatment. - ' ’

5. How will the Qocialist party help Adrica

A. Crimes committed against blacks
Africans were stolen from their native land, rob
of their labor, kept in ignorance, and subjected to severe p
ment. The Socialist party, however, offers no program just for:
blacks. The Socialist party ' for the entire working class regardless
of color. All races are equal. ' ' :

B. The Socialist party believes in the absolute equality of the sexes.

6. How does socialism correspond t0 the teachings of Jesus?
A. The socialist desire to help the poor stems from the teachings of
Jesus. Jesus was a revolutionary leader who loved the poor and
valued all life. ' '
B. Jesus fought for peace and brotherhood; socialists believe in peaé
and brotherhood.
_ Jesus, like those who are socialist, was denounced for preachir;
what was considered a dangerous doctrine.
D. Socialists are opposed to war. Jesus, the Prince of Peace, S
«|_gve one another.”” Jesus, did not say “Kill one another.”

7. Why do nations go {0 war? .
i de by the ruling classes. The people never make war.
B. War is inevitable between competitive capitalist nations. T
causes of war are grounded in the capitalist system: :
1. Workers produce a surplus of products, but are
enough to buy the products.
2. Capitalists who cannot sell their products domestically
forced to find foreign markets. o R
3. Capitalist nations must arm themselves and go to wal

—protect their foreign markets.
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s before reading the lesson on Debs.
. iniquitous 13. .sullen
8. maudlin 14. supplant
9. obeisance 15. synonymous
10. privation 16, usurer
11. rabble 17, vagabond
12. scourged 18, wantonly

: Debs lead a strike against in 1894 when he was head of the
merican Railway Union? :
‘did Debs go to jail during the Pullman strike? .
many times did the Socialist party nominate Debs for president of
the United States? '
to jail during World War I?
rding to Debs, what two social classes does capitalism produce?
what way did Debs think workers were slaves 10 capitalists?
n what way did Debs think capitalism generated crime?
‘what way did Debs think capitalists were guilty of great crimes
gainst humanity?
t did Debs believe was the chief difference between Democrats
nd:] _epilblicans‘?
at did Debs believe was necessary for Ametican workers o achieve
¢, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness™? _
What did Debs feel was a moral obligation of each individual?
How did Debs think society would benefit from people treating others
with kindness?
What program did Debs offer to help African-Americans?

hat did Debs believe was the basis of the socialist desire to belp the

n what way did Debs think Jesus was like a socialist?
- -Who did Debs think was responsible for war?
+Why did Debs think war was inevitable between capitalist nations?
 Decide whether the following statements are True or False according
“to Bugene Debs.
“A. Although workers produce all wealth, they are condemned to a
state of poverty. _
Oppression, exploitation, and war are natural consequences of the
capitalist system. ‘
A rich person is as likely to go 10 prison as a poor person.
Capitalism should be abolished. '
Child labor should be abolished.
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What do you think? , ‘
On a-seale of one through five, rate your opinion of the following quotations -

by Debs. Write a short statement explaining your rating.

1 — You strongly agree with the statement or you feel the statement is
admirable considering the historical circumstances surrounding it. _
§ — You strongly disagree with the statement or you feel the statement is -
contemptible considering the historical circumstances surrounding it. '

A. As a rule, large capitalists are Republicans and small capitalists are ~
Democrats, but workingmen must remember that they are all capitalists, -
and that the many smail ones, like the fewer large onmes, are all
politically supporting their class interests, and this is always and:’
everywhere the capitalist class.

B. The working class must get rid of the whole brood of masters and -
exploiters, and put themselves in possession and control of the means: i
of production.
It is therefore a question not of "reform,” the mask of fraud, but of
revolution. . S

D. Yes. [ am my brother’s keeper. I am under a moral obligation to him .
that is inspired, not by any maudlin sentimentality, but by the higher:’
duty I owe myself. O

E. [Jesus was] the inspired evangel of the downtrodden masses, the :
world's supreme revolutionary leader, whose love for the poor and the.,
children of the poor hallowed all the days of his consecrated life, of his
death, and gave to the ages his divine inspiration and his deathless..
name. : L

F. It is the ruling classes that make war upon one another, and not the
people. :

G. 1 marvel at the incredible stupidity that blinds the men in control.¢
prisons to the redeeming power of kindness as a substitute for th
destructive power of brutality. :

H. Crime in all of its varied forms and manifestations is of such a commol
naiure under the capitalist system that capitalism and crime H
become almost synonymous terms. .

1 The most casual examination of the inmates of jails and prisons show.
the great majority of them at a glance to be of the poorer classes.

1. A rich man does not fit in prison. The prison was not made for him; h
does not belong there and he does not stay there. o

K. Ihave no country to fight for; my country is the earth, and I am a citizeél
of the world. ' _ Ny

When great changes occur in history, when great principles ar

involved, as a rule the majority are wrong.




